PROVISIONAL   ARAB   GOVERNMENT
In the strenuous days following his arrival, which had been
marked by a genuine welcome from all sections of the populace
of the Baghdad area, he continued to take his bearings and to
prepare for the establishment of the Council of State around
which the new Government was to be constructed. Influential
Baghdadis and shaikhs, individually, and lesser folk, collec-
tively, marshalled with an unerring sense of proportion by
Miss Gertrude Bell, now in her element, came to pay their
respects and voice their hopes, complaints and opinions.
British officials with whom Sir Percy was to work, many of
them strangers to him, were consulted individually and in
council. A substantial group, including Miss Bell, who became
his Oriental Secretary, Major L. W. Yetts, m.g., Major S. G. G.
Murray and Captain J. N. Clayton, aligned themselves,
together with Mr. H. St. J. Philby and Mr. C. C. Garbett, who
had come out with Sir Percy, in sympathetic support of his
policy. Many of the other administrative officials, however,
were sceptical of an Arab Cabinet, even opposed to it and did
not disguise their feelings. Most of them, as loyal supporters of
the Acting Civil Commissioner and of his view of the role of
Great Britain in the country, could not bring themselves to
accept at first the new viewpoint.L Sir Percy Cox, convinced
that the situation demanded either Arab Government or British
evacuation, went his way, in spite of the controversy aroused in
official circles.
Sir Percy Cox's plans made no great claim to originality.
They were but modifications of the Bonham-Carter Committee
proposals, along the lines deemed more feasible by Lord Curzon,
Mr. Montagu and the Interdepartmental Committee in the
preceding May, but differing from the earlier proposals in the
spirit in which they had been formulated and with which they
were to be applied. This difference of spirit and Sir Percy
1 Lord Islington, June 25th, 1930, had prophesied just such opposition when
he said in the House of Lords. 'Sir Percy Cox will, when he goes (to Baghdad)
be opposed by a formidable and established bureaucracy.* Par!. Debates,
H. of L., 5th S., Vol. xl (1930), pp. 852-3.
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